Finger clubbing was first discussed in association with pulmonary tuberculosis in 19151 but is not included as a feature of the disease in most modem textbooks of medicine. It has been our impression that clubbing is common in adult African patients with pulmonary tuberculosis, and we therefore studied the prevalence of this physical sign and related it to clinical features and nutritional state.
On admission all patients were weighed and measured in indoor clothes and without shoes. Weight was expressed as a percentage of the minimum desirable weight for height (ideal with pulmonary tuberculosis. 
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